vetailed Account.of the Wreck of Two Schooners
ana tne nescue
the Crew.

laken from Hecords kepi by wr.lWim,Berry and loaned by his daughter
Mre.Netiie Hunter.
LdiE SCHOUNER K.G.BENsolCY :

Shortly before daylignt on the A.u. of November I9th A.D. I89I, I discovered
a fore and afiu scaooner ashore here,east of the narbour.l immediately notified
the life saving crew and prepared tne boat for service. At dawn we could see
tne crew of the schooner in the rigging and a violent gale was blowing from
the south west and hign and dangerous seas breaking over the said schooner
whicn was lying head to wind. A short time was lost in my exertion to get
the lifeboat into the channel from her station as the water in tne harbour
is s0 low the boat had to be dragged by tackle for several feet obefore it
floated. Lhree of my crew were absent from home viz.dohn Seasley,Albert Grant,
and Horatio Thormne. 1 haa great difficuliy in obtaining substitutes for these
men &8 lhe gale was steadily increasing and made it appear useless to attempt
the rescue. *he schooner Hd.2, surray was preparing for winter quarters and
toree of her crew volunieered viz. Capti.sark serry,Jonnlanders,mate &nd Arthur
dc amenzie,seaman. 1 . d

1l succeeded in passing outv of the harbour and rounded the
east pier without any serious misnap and passing through the breagers and
rounded to,under vhe stern of the wreck, +he crew of the wreck then got on
top of the cabin and hove me & line with which we hauled our lifehoat up to
the wreck as close as possible. + detailed two men +to keep her from boarding
the wreck by the use of pike-poles and had two men to assist in catching
each member of the stranded crew as they Jjumped: into our boat from the taff-
rail of the wreck. +he first one rescued was the woman cook named "Jessie
Franklin" ,niece of the capiain who was nearly perished and unable t0 help
herself. 4wo of the crew lifted 1o the taff side of the wreck and at the
time our boat would be in proper position.rney lowered her into the arms of
my Uwo wen aetailea for that purpose. Lach one of the remaining crew jumped
invo tne lifeboal from said taff-rail and were caught by the two men as
stated.After all of ine crew had been safely taken from the wreck,l headed
our boat(after naving backed her up clear of the wreck)toward the pier.

she sea broke over all of une occupants until they were
completely saturated and the spray was gonsiantly flying over them from
stem to stern. It was wiun greal diffigulty and caution we were able to
Keep our boat from filling as the sea al the end of the pier was so heavy.
It was necessary 10 watcn a moment's lull to keep her away FOR the harbour.
With the nooble crew 1 haa and the magnificient seaworthiness of our boat
we landed safely in lhe harbour. ‘he rescued crew was taken 10 an hotel,
and their wants kindly cared for.We housed our boat and followed tha
regulations as laia down therein and I immediatfly telegraphed the Jepart-
ment tne following of whica this is a copy,=-

" Port Stanley,Nov.I9th,IB9I.
L0 W.Smith
LJeputy wuinister of wmarine and Fisheries,
vUttawa,lnt.

Kescued five men and women,crew 'Scnooner E.G.demedict -ashore
here at eight V' clock A.u.-neavy gale from nortahwest
signed
Wm.Berry "

Ahe nexi day after the storm abated,l took the crew and lifeboat to tae
wreck and secured all the clothing and other cabin utensils available.



Phe REPORL of CAPL.LUCASe
OWliEr and MASLER of the
siranded
BeGo BolNELICT

I bougnt the schooner E.G.Beneaict in the year A.U.I88o0 from Hiram Walzer Esq'r,

of walkerville,Unt. and she hails from Montreal. I loaded this cargo of 145
cords ,elm, bolts,atyomith's doeck,oU miles west of Rondeau,Smith&ioore of Chatham
being tue conmsignors J.C.Antnony of mrie Basin,Buffalo,the consignees. I left
the said aock on Tues.the I7tn.of Nov. and came 10 anchor under the Rondeau Point
as the sea w&s lovheavy 10 proceed on my voyage to Buffalo,N.Y. I hove up amchor
at dp.m.Wed. with tne wind cnanged 10 the southwesti,and and made a heavy sea. .
ihe schooner was leaking,havirng been damaged wnile lying at the said dock,during
a heavy sea irom ihne souinwesi,the previous Sunday. Her stantions and rail had
been broken off. Her covering board started the damage,being on the weather :side
and it was difficult to keep her free although her pumps were going constantly
all the time.

3y this time 1 made for Porty Stanley's light but the sea had ie-
creased so muctll was obliged to shorten sail as the schooner was laboring in
the sea and the watver gaining. 1 found it would be impossible to round Long
Point with her,as she no doubt,would have water-logged ere I reached LongPoint,
L knew there was barely ten feet of water at the mouth of the harbour at Port
Stanley,but my schooner was not drawing over 9 feet I was in hopes she would
g0 in and even if she did strike,it would not be hard enough to stop her way.
Accordingly,l decided to run to Port Stanley as the only chance of saving the
schooner and my crew. s . had lost my yawl while lying atl the above mentioned
doek,l took in my mainsail and squared gway for Port Stanley light.

When wivhin twice the lengtin of the schooner,with the light of the
harbour well opened and the west pier raiher aboard,the schooner struck heavily
on the sand oar. 4ine sea liftea her ahead and she struck again with great
force so thal she appearedto be held by the bow. ifhe sea caught her on the
Lort uarter and she struck again with great force so thal she broached to and
went to leeward of the east pier. 1 did not lev go the anchor as I knew it was
sandy bottom and would noi hold. +he schooner soon struck the beach and filled
with water about < A-#-of the I9th Nov.,A,L.I8Yl. When she went ashore the
cabin soon filled and after we had taked refuge on the tables and chairs, we
found it necessary 10 leave them and take to the rigging. The sea and the wind
had become terrific and my niece,who was cooking for us was nearly perished.

When tne lifeSaving 6rew rescued us (and 1 here wish to state
publiely,that 1 did not think any Life Saving Crew,would attempt to face the
sea a8 it was then),we were overjoyed,when we saw the boat coming. We continued
in great suspence for fear of accident until we were safely landed.

L have no insurance on the schooner which is twenty-three years
old and considering her age and damaged gondition 1 know she cannot hold to-
gether very long,with sucn a heavy sea as is now breaking over her. 1
therefore believe she will be a total wreck. ine following are the names of
the crew,=-

Thomas LucaS===== Jwner and Mmaster--- Windsor,Ont.
Lewis Larosege---=-- hale===vcccncnnnn- Pory Lover,Ont.
Thomas WMOrrow==---- Seamal============= Sombra,Ont.
Lewis liercer------ Seamal==-m=me-=smn=a setroitv,Mich.
George Franklin-~-SeamaN==s==s=====e~= Puce r.unt.

Jessie Franklin==--Co0k===w=smacmca=ax Puce rR.Ont.



Cleveland Boaisgw
detween 2ort and Cleveland.

Cleveland Boat entering the Harbour, Port Stanley, Ont., Canada

o
C. & B. Line officials an- |y J .
e 7 B : . : i nounced that the City of Erie s\ Qu&12%M
iae riora=is suown elsewnere in Lnese pages. | il continge trips strost fiaka > 33&
vapl.vale=-uasier. Erie to Port Stanley alter the .
Some other Boats Lo and frow Clevelana have B e
been,-City of «<uffalo;ledady nRooseveli;Si, { i
lgnace;. . u,otate of vnio;
Jrania(olu Flora)
S. 8. City of Erie leaving for Cleveland, Ohio, at 2.30 p.m., (AR
Friday and Satarday during July and August, ”
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selween Lleveland and Pi.Stanley.

heodore Roosevelt Port Stanley = Cleveland
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S. S. City of Erie Starts Week-end |
Sailing Between Port Stanley |
and Cleveland '

Londoners will have a week-end
cruise availahle at their back door
this season according to plans com-
pleted by the Cleveland and Buffalo |
Transit Company in conference

with the Public Utilities Com- |

mission and the London Chamber
of Commerce. TheS.S. City of Erie
made her first trip into this port

CLEVELAND BOAY SERVICE

[

June 30th/36.

This vear’s service is looked upon
to be particularly attractive: to
Canadians. Leaving Pt. Stanley
at 2.30 p.m. on Friday afternoon,
they will be able to spend a day
and a night in Cleveland before
returning on the Sunday boat,
which arrives here at 1.30 p.m.
Should they desire a longer cruise,
they will be able to catch the night
hoat from Cleveland to Buffalo
and get back in time to make con-
nections for the return Port Stanley

trip on Sunday. Cleveland is fea-
turing the Great Lakes Exposition,
- - _ starténg .Iu;ée 27, andorun;ing for
of the same old faces_ were to be|run since 1931 with the City o‘f"?tr‘.]-.(élf“tllr\lgr:: \\viﬁii)};si"nusiré atnd(d!:?:.‘:'f
seen, ’]‘-’“"‘-"v"‘ including Captain Erie. Almost, Port Stanlev can ing ir‘1 the social hall to the strains
Jack Eaten, a vetefan of thirty- be looked.upon as Captain Eaton's|of M i('kv)} Katz and his all Ameri-
five years standing with the Cleve- |home port since he was born not can band i h
land Company. and Jerry Wynne many miles away in Dutton and ey
purser. The fiver hour trip across!/an recall going to school with |

the lake was tneventful and all in ®ny prominent residents of this |

the day's work according to Cap- vichity, including James H. Me-

te’ Caton, who has sailed on this!Landress. of St. 'Fhr>ma§_ . j_

Friday afternoon,

(&)

Urania-(The o01d Flora)

"State of Ohio"-docked at the
Wharf,on Last side of ‘harbour, 4
juet south of the bridge.This
wharf is shown on the page,"Aboud

Town."

Sir. Theodore Roosevelt, Entering Harbour, Port Stanley, Ont., Canada,

—_—




TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
(From The Times-Journal Files)
The Midland Prince, which
was prevented from entering
the harbor at Port Stanley
esterday due to the amount of
{ lood debris floating in the
water, was able to enter this
morning, reaching dock safely.

" The steamship Lethbridge
arrived Friday at Port Stan-
S Ty which e v
‘cargo  of ch was un-
loaded, and left later with a
‘cargo of signs from the Metal
Signs Ltd, of St Thomas, bound
for Montreal, while the City of
Windsor unloaded a shipment
of package freight. 1439

S

_-_nlarlnﬂe Items, /¢ -
et L
From Our Own Correspandent.
Port Stanley, Nov. 20.
The schooner ry arrived this morning
from Cleveland, with a general cargo ot
merchandize, and is followed immediately
by the schooner Lime Rock, with a cargo
o lacad, ~ These Wwill probably be the lass
cargoes for the geason,

Other recent arrivals have been—Schr.
Elgin, of this Port, from Georgian Bay,
with 270,000 fecet of lumber for dis
here. Steam barge Mary Mills, for wood—
Schr. Lydia Mac, from Buffalo, coal ar

sundries.

The tugs Orient and Rescue have been
making this place their rendezvous for the
past week, The Orient was in charge of
the schr. Fosteria, in a leaking condition,
with a cargo of corn for Buffalo,  After rid- '

—

ing out the recent gale at anchor, the tug
and schooner passed down yesterday. The
Rescue is engaged in examining the condi-
tion of a fine new schooner which was sanf,

by a collision some time ago, about thirty-
miles south-east of this Port, Marine divers

are employed to ascertain her position, with

a view to raising her next summer,

No ice has formed as vet in the harbor,
but as insurance on vessels now ceases, a
few more days and the navigation season of
1574 will be at a close, ’ l

-

| FIFTY YEARS AGO

(From the files of The Times and |
The Journal) ]

Oscar Smith, Port Stanley,
builder and contractor, has just
completed a large scow to be used
\by the Pound Net Fish Co.

The St. Thomas Dental Associa-
tion met at the office of Dr. G. T.
Kennedy last night. An interesting
clinic was given by Dr. G. T.

lKenuedy-nnd Dr. F. E. Bennett.

Thomas Campbell of St. Thomas
was found lying prostrate across
the street car tracks on Sandwich
‘street, in Chatham yesterday, He
was removed before the passing
of a street car.

The London & Lake Erie Trans-
portation Company, has purchased
| the steamer King Edward, form-
erly of the Clergue fleet, and will
'operate a service connecting Port
stanley and Erieau with Cleve-
|land. The steamer will be re-
named ‘“The Forest City.”

The collier Midland Prince
has been making record runs
across the lake between Port
Stanley and Ashtabula, Ohio,
having crossed three times
within the past week. 931

T}mm&m at Port Stan-
'- _ley, when-loaded to capacit;
“will ne&ongnadate over ﬂlloﬂ_.ﬂu
tons, an consequence, the vil-
Jage has become an important
. distributing centre for a 1‘{{:
- part of Southern Ontario. Ti
above ma, taken by Reeve
W aw.wumﬁnm
. the brow of Hillerest Hill just
[ above the lake, shows three of the
ﬁil:ngteamid thip Iahléeﬁs'f_reigh?i
. ers alongside the docks, smal
#imoantaing of cosl plles behind
‘them. In the right foreground are
several of the fish company
-shanties at the south end of Col-
‘borne street, while at the left are
the piers of the outer harbor




LATRUL JUF CANADIAN WALTEKUS

.

Lne poacning of Awerican itugs in Canadian fisning grounas,was taken care of,by
vne Canadian Government., Lane first boat Lo pairol tuae noriu shore of L.Erie,was
the "Petirel”.
£0rL stanley people were yuite interesiea in iLanis revenue cutter,ss
young men frow tue village saileu on ner,and how could our young women,escape
vue charm of Luuae like tue one you HOLibb in tne pnoto.
: (From an old c¢lipping)(yr. tnos.iforgan)

A Saucy Little Craft.

"rne Peilrel is hne only revenue culier on the lakes.In

cuila and eyuipment she is a miniature war vessel,being
eyuipped wivu cannon,rifles,cutlasses and revolvers,
ouring tae summer sne is a terror Lo transgressing fish
eruen on Lake Lrie,wunere she plies chniefly,there being
few depreaaiions of tne Kind on tne upper lakes.

The poacuing,Capt.bunn says is done mostly east
of Pelee Island ana off Long Pointv,abreast Erie.lhe
livule suip nas cnased many *ankee fish tugs out of
Capadian wauers.vnce in awnile a tug and crew are capt-
urea and brougnt vo fort Stanley,butl more ofven ilme
offenaing fisnermen see iLhe “eirel coming a long dis-
tance off ana make haste L0 gel away.Capt.bunn contents
nimself witn gapturing the neis ana their finny contents.
wanich are conficated.

Aboul «Q0U neis were captured itne past summer.
Lnis was considerably more ianan during itne preceding
Swuier.Inlvy4, the first year of lne Petrel's service,
I,00U~0da nevs were capiured.ine pursuit of toe law=-
breaging fisuermen is always atienaed witn more or less
excilemenl,says capl.dunn,bal Lnere is never any serious
trouble. 4ine feuvrel is too vicious an appearing crafi
for tnat.sne is speedy Loo,wunen it becomes necessary
LO pul uer LO lue Lvest.Her suumer neadyuarters are at
2utl Siabbie:s lave in wne fall sne passes ner unoccu=
Plea lime av Amhersiburg,and sae lays up at Wakerville.

‘tae regulations aboard snip are about the same
as upon an orainary lake-going crafti,tuougn the men are
arilled an hour eacn day.ur.bunn is not a stickler for
pomp ana detail.de nhas naa coummand of tne Petrel ever
since sue came oulv in lovo., de slarvea in the revenue service in 1890 and was for

several years a sailor ana in couwand of lake pboails before itnat period. If ap-
pearances counti for anyuulnb.uapb vunn pas vne affection and esteem of his merry
Crew.

- e . : - 4ne Peirel is 'I25feet ovex all,
wefeel beam,ana 8Bfeetl 6 incnes
aepuh of nold.Besides tne captain's
room,She is provided with officers
yuariers,a caart room,ihe galley
and tune crews mess.ilhe officers ine
clude Capt.vann;rFirst officer J.S.
iugster,vecond Officer’ Jno.ucPher-
son,Cnief sngineer A.J.Brown,
Assxsbanm Ingineer W.H.Wintergjand
Lrill Insiructor LE.V.Hestan,ihen
Luere are iue boatswain and carp-
intver,and yuite a compliment of
sSeamern and stokers,

Lue men from Port aboard were,
bapl.lom.ldorgan,yno sailed nine yrs
a8 quarvermasier;Victor Wilson;Joe.
Hougn Geo.Wilson and Arthur Leigh-
ton.

In the fall of 1904, the Petrel
was taken out of service on L.Erie
and sent 10 tne Atlantic coast,
wnere she did service for anoiher
thirty odd years,but she was wreck-

Porv Sianle. roour (over).
%ﬁhr.&.d.ﬂicuo aé*ioilecblon)

(Mr.Geo.Wilson)

iy i . i



LHE Poliisk,
capi,bunn=-iasier.

ed in Ivdo4.
froum tue same Clipping)
lnspection.

" Pne Lriw ana warlike-looxking vanadian revenue cuviver Peirel,lay at her wharf in
Wakerville,ner snarp prow,wanicu is saia 10 e capable of ramming itne stoutest
freigaler inal passes itarougi tone velroil «.,vuarned ominously iowamd tne Amer-
ican suore. A big union Jacsk flew from the flagpole at tne stern,the aine pound
gun nad oeen polisued Lo wmirror-lixke briganiness,tune jolly tars were all neatly
arrayeain uuneir sunore-leave clotues,ana Gapt.bunn,floris~faced and quietly jolly-
looking, slowly paced Lae yuarieraeck. Llune gay appearance of tne litile craft
consirastea sirongly wiia lne winiry winier scene.ureal boats coated witn ice,
passea up ana down in seeming defiance of winver's warning signs,wnile gulls
circled rouna iuem Or neld pink-tea recepiions upon iae rapidly forming cakes.
Lae caplain was arrayea in‘gull regiwenvals,incluaing uis sword and a Vietoria
medal presented for nis parcipation in tue Fenian raid of ltob,when he was stat-
ionea ati Sarnia. :

"We are wailing 10 be inspecied,"said he,in response to a query.
"wvery year,alL laying up time,Capi. VU.e,V.5pain,commanaing tne fisheries pro-
teciive service of vanaua,visils ine various revenue cuiliers in ine service(about
ven in all)and inspecis luem. 1Tu€ Ccrews are reyuired o go ivarougn tne regular
arill for nis eenefii,ana wual is way you find us on wailing orders,so to speak."

| wommanaer Spain daid arrive afier awanile and the crew of the
Pelrel were pul wurougu Lne cutless drill and various ouaer military maneuvers,th

wue excellence of wuica seewea VO please tne Inspector,wno also found everytaing
L0 his satisfaction on poarasnip.”

dde.Crew in ivla. ¥rom vue lefu,-
Jas.lnaster-first male;A.5, orown=-cuief engineer;raward lunn-Captain;
Jro.ucfuerson~-second matve;Jas.beonaru-second engineer

THE CREW OF THE PETREL



THE VIGILANY
Follows the PETHEL.

one night
The first visit ofsthe vigilant into this harboar,was in the late autumn of
1903 and-is_impressd ‘on the memory of Mr.Arthur Glover.lhe great search light
of the vessel streamed over the harbour and at the same time,lighted up the
cutter which sparkled with ice crystals,giving the boat an appearance of a
ship approaching from Fairyland.

She docked on the east side of the harbour,yhere VUfficials from
the Government boarded her and made a trip to Walkerville,going by way of
Cleveland.

... .DMhe following year,the Vigilant was put on Patrol work on Lake
BErietAt first,she was manned by the same crew as the Petr®l,under Capt.lunn,
but aftera:-change.of Government there.were.changes made.in the crew members.

The Vigilant was 145 ft.lomg and had a speed of 2I knots per
hour.She carried four guns which struck fear into the South shore fishermen
and kept them on their own side of the lake,

The Vigilant was later taken off the lower lakes and put in Upper
lake service : . T

.

o —
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The Vigilant was sold in later years and made into a tow-barge and
the owners used the tug,Ruth B. to tow her back and forth from liidland to Letroit

with freight. The Ruth 3. sank at Chatham and the gas boat,Pellow towed the
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‘he Vigilant.
(continued)

the Vigilant and she was laid up neap the Ambassador Bridge.

Mr.Ernest Glover and a partner bought the tow-barge
Vigilant and the Finglo brought her to Port Stanley. Her first trip
from this port was to Toledo for coal,Capt F.R.Dale acting as master
of the Finglo on this trip. (to Ashtabula),

On-thecsecond tripyit was towed by the tug,Brown Bros.
with Capt.Henning as master. ”

The ;Vigilant again changed ownership.lwo deisel
engines were installed and she leftifort Stanley for Gore Bay,to be
used as a freight boat. -
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